
Hold on, 
there’s more: 

What does it mean 
by ‘pressuring you’?

I know. 
A girl in my brother’s 

class was going out with 
this guy who kept giving her 

expensive presents and phones 
to make her do stuff. My 
brother thinks the police 

got involved.

They were 
talking about that 
in assembly. It’s all 
linked to drugs and 
child Abuse. What’s 

it called?

Grooming? 
No, I remember, 

child sexual 
exploitation.

... Consent is about feeling in 
control and doing things because 
you choose to, not because someone 
is pressuring you to...
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I think it’s 
probably not just 

outright pressure. It’s 
someone taking advantage, 
like saying they love you 
but making you do things 

you don’t want to.

Yeah. They get you 
to trust them to get 

control and power over 
you and make you think 

they’re your friend…

…then they use threats 
or bribes or beat you 

up ‘til you are so scared 
you’ll do anything.
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That pressure 
thing’s really true 
though. There is 
so much pressure 
on boys to be a 

certain way.

Yeah, when my 
dad was our age he 
said you just had to 

go out with someone to 
be popular, but now you 
have to have done loads 
of different things with 

loads of people to 
be cool.

Or to prove 
you’re not gay…

…Or frigid. And what’s 
wrong with 
being gay?

Or bi, for 
that matter?
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Surely we just need to 
get used to the fact that 

people can fancy whoever 
they like, right, Jade?

Some of that 
pressure is from 

girls though, not 
just other boys…

Yeah, 
actually 
I agree.

And It’s not always 
about being peer pressured. 
I think we just go with how 

society thinks we should be and 
put pressure on ourselves. We 
all have to act a certain way, 

look a certain way, feel a 
certain way… 

At least 
being gay or 
bi is becoming 
more okay…
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What’s it like if 
you’re gay? How’s 
all this work with 

two guys?

Or girls?

It’s the same 
for two boys as it 

is for anyone - just as 
important that you are 

both up for what 
you are doing.

Yeah that 
power thing 

is what we were 
saying about the 

exploitation 
stuff.

It shouldn’t 
be one person 

always asking and 
one person deciding 
to give it or not. You 

should both have 
the power.

If there’s power 
it’s not consent I 

reckon, ‘cos someone’s 
freedom to say no is 

taken away.
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I never knew girls 
thought about half 

this stuff, it’s seriously 
got me thinking…

byeee!

Catch you 
tomorrow! Laters!
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Oh my God! 
there are so many 

things that affect boys I 
never even thought about. 

No wonder all of this is 
so hard to get your 

head around.
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CONSENT

Discussion
1. How would you describe consent?

2. Why is consent important?

3. What are some of the signs that someone is pressuring you into  

sexual activity?

Did you know… ?
• It is never okay to make or scare someone into 

doing something they don’t want to. 

• It’s always okay to change your mind – it’s your body and 

what you choose to do with it should be a free choice.

• Just because someone isn’t saying NO it 

doesn’t mean they are saying YES.

You could watch…
• https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=fGoWLWS4-kU: Cup of tea video

You could browse…
• http://thatsnotcool.com: Interactive 

scenarios, quizzes, cards and stats 

on friends and relationships

• www.pauseplaystop.org.uk: Equips young 

people to understand consent

• www.thisdoesntmeanyes.com/#thisdoesntmeanyes: 

Looks at myths and facts around consent 

• http://www.themix.org.uk/sex-and-relationships/ 

single-life-and-dating/sexual-consent-15356.html:  

Essential support for under-25s

• http://thisisabuse.direct.gov.uk: Support for young 

people in recognising and managing abuse

• https://www.schoolsconsentproject.com: 

Workshops and advice for schools with the 

aim of normalising conversations around 

consent and empowering young people
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