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Dyslexia is my superpower

‘My brain is shot by a lightning bolt of smartness.’

Jed, 10, Texas, USA

I feel like my brain is created in the way no one else’s is. I 

think of a brain being shot by a lightning bolt of smartness. It 

explodes with a boom and my mind is blown.

I have something that most of the other kids in my class 

don’t have. It’s how my mind works in a certain way. One 

example is when I’m asleep: I dream of making an invention. 

Once I invented a flying car. In another dream I created a 

little gun that drills into the wall and then grabs inside the 

wall. Then you are lifted up with rope and get to places you 

can’t reach or climb to, like a really, really steep hill. If you are 

falling down a cliff you can use it to get back up again. 

There are a lot of things I’m good at – swimming, science, 

math, and researching lots of facts about animals. I love 

animals. In my free time all I do is watch movies that help 

me research about animals. Maybe it’s because there are so 
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Courtney, 15, London, England
‘Our inspirations and our imaginations are boundless.’
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many things we still don’t know about them and there is 

so, so, so much to learn. It’s amazing what animals can do: 

cheetahs can run at 70 mph; the lemon shark is the fastest 

shark in the ocean.

My mom says you can pick three things you might want 

to do when you leave high school. I want to be a person who 

trains sea animals to do tricks or a musician or a chef. 

I have a special thing for cooking. My mom gives me food 

to eat and, if I don’t know the recipe, I can give a good guess 

about the ingredients even if I can’t see them. I can taste a 

hint of garlic or spices or lemon. 

School for me now is in between easy and hard. When 

I first went to school it was really, really hard. Reading was 

hard and writing and spelling were hard. My teacher once 

told me that my spelling was very creative!

I remember feeling kind of disappointed in those days. 

I knew how hard it was for me and I could see how easy it 

was looking at it through anybody else’s eyes. I felt like I was 

having the hardest time. Every day I had a stack this high of 

work to finish. This meant I couldn’t go out at recess. I didn’t 

have very much time to play with my friends. Nobody talked 

to me about all of this but they could see that school was 

hard for me so they knew to let me be. 

I have always told my mom and dad how school has 

been whenever I have had a hard day. Sometimes when 

I talk to my parents about it I even cry, letting it all flush 

out. Things aren’t as bad now as the olden days, but it still 

happens sometimes.
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I have been going to a special dyslexia class that really 

helps me work on my reading and writing and helps me not 

have such a big stack on my desk. That stack has pretty much 

gone now.

There are four other people in my class that are dyslexic. I am 

in a gang with the others. Sometimes we do fun little dyslexic 

games. Everyone knows we have dyslexia so there is a sort of 

connection there. 

Morgan, 10, Tennessee, USA

I have epilepsy and a lesion in my brain and I am a positive 

person. I see people with disabilities as the same as everyone 

else. God makes everybody the way that he wants to make 

them, so we are all special.

Alexa, 8, Vale of Glamorgan, Wales
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I think that because I’m dyslexic I’m more creative. 

Because I am dyslexic I know I can write differently. I can 

draw, colour and create. I can figure out a problem from the 

beginning. It makes me feel more calm and excited about 

being dyslexic. I’m happy I have it.

Dyslexia for me is like having a superpower. People can 

see me but they don’t understand how I do what I do. 

Morgan, 10, Tennessee, USA
‘Girl with a book.’
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Maybe they are jealous, or sometimes they make fun of 

me, but I know I have a real gift to see the world differently. 

Thomas Edison didn’t start school until age ten and after a 

few weeks he started home-schooling. He was too smart 

and creative for regular school. I hope I’m a bit like him. He 

made the first movie camera. I see the world like a movie – I 

see movies in my mind by thinking of an idea and playing it in 

my head. 

One thing I love to do is design animal habitats. We have 

a lot of animals in our house: a hamster, two dogs, a cat 

and a turtle. I make them homes out of cardboard. I recycle 

everything and never want to throw anything away. I like to 

design clothes for people. We’ve got a sewing machine and 

we’re going to get making things with that.

The people that help me with my dyslexia and my medical 

conditions are my mamma, dad and sister. They help me with 

stuff that I can’t do easily, like reading. I have mirror dyslexia 

and dysgraphia so my writing and reading are perfect but 

reflected backwards.

In kindergarten I felt I was going backwards. I wished I 

was like the others, finding things easier. I was a little bit sad 

and I was angry about it, wanting to be the same.

Mamma teaches me at home now and she tells me to 

call her by a different teacher’s name each year. This year 

she is Mrs Snickerbottom because she likes Snickers bars! 

If I say, ‘Mom, I can’t do this’, she says, ‘Not Mom – Mrs 

Snickerbottom’, and that makes it fun and it encourages me 

and I don’t feel defeated. Overcoming my difficulties makes 

me a stronger person. 



Dyslexia is My Superpower (Most of the Time)148

Emma, 9, Renfrewshire, Scotland

As soon as I’m on a tennis court and get in gear I have fun, I 

forget I’m dyslexic and I don’t have a care in the world. I want 

to be a famous tennis player when I’m older. A lot of people 

have dyslexia and some people who don’t have dyslexia can’t 

do the stuff you might be able to do. 

Playing tennis is what makes me feel better. I think being 

dyslexic helps me know where to be on the court, where to 

be before the ball bounces. Coaches have said I’m very good 

at listening and I pick things up quickly. The coach used to 

give notes but now he does videos rather than writing down 

the shot he wants me to do. I love that I get to play against 

my friends. I like that you don’t know what shots are going to 

happen and you might learn from one of the shots that they do.

Callum, 9, Renfrewshire, Scotland 

There are a lot of things I’m good at, including Minecraft, 

Lego® and climbing. I love how fast I pick them up. I only 

started climbing last year. There are five levels and I’m already 

at level four. I like how they move the holes to make climbing 

more complicated. It’s like solving a puzzle. Sometimes they 

say, ‘You can only use the grey holes’ or, ‘You can only use 

the blue holes’ to make it harder. 

With Minecraft I like how you can build anything you like. 

I would like to be an architect, I would like to build a radio 

station and on the outside the building would look like a 

radio. The speakers would be the windows. 
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If I’m daydreaming in class, sometimes my mind goes into 

things that have happened in the past, but sometimes I think 

about what I can design in the future. 

When I found out I was dyslexic it answered a lot of 

questions for me. Part of me was delighted. I thought this 

helped me to understand myself. 

Some of my friends noticed I was finding the work hard. One 

friend sits near me and said, ‘Do you want me to help you?’ 

and she sometimes does. Someone at my table was mean to 

me because of the number of reading points I had and said, 

‘Don’t you know how to read?’ I was crying on the inside 

but not on the outside when he said that, something I have 

learned to do. 

Keri, 15, North Ayrshire, Scotland
‘Piecing together the jigsaw.’
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Jarred, 14, Aruba, The Caribbean

Thanks to being dyslexic I learned to draw fast and I got a 

lot better in a very short time. I only started drawing last 

year, and before this I didn’t even know I might be good at 

it. I taught myself by watching YouTube and learning new 

techniques. I now have more than 1300 people following me 

on Instagram to see what I will draw next. I think this is one 

reason why I’ve never been ashamed about being dyslexic.

From my first year of school I had trouble writing and 

learning to read. My parents suspected that I was dyslexic 

quite quickly as my dad, grandfather, uncle and two cousins 

all have dyslexia. I know I made a lot of spelling mistakes 

and needed more time to study than other kids. It took me 

way more effort than it took my sisters. My mom and dad 

struggled so hard for me, fought with teachers and nobody 

would help them. They told me that every place they looked 

for help they got a closed door. On Aruba there’s no help so 

you are on your own, and because of this Mom learned how 

to help me.

When I was getting bad grades the school told me I had 

to go to a special school for not so smart kids. My parents 

fought back harder and took my IQ test to the school proving 

that I was smart, even though my grades at the time showed 

otherwise. Sometimes I would learn for hours and days, only 

to get a bad grade, but my parents never pushed me to 

achieve more and more. They never made it a problem if my 

marks weren’t high. They knew I was always giving my best.
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Now I am doing well. Because the school didn’t give me 

help I have had to adjust to the school system as it is. I am 

managing and doing great all by myself, learning by myself 

and getting good grades.

My mom has been chronically ill for years and I will 

always ask her if she is okay, if she’s feeling tired and if she is 

okay to drive. I always carry groceries or laundry or anything 

heavy for her. I play with my nephew, even though he is 

much younger, because I know it makes him happy.

At school if I write something on the board and it’s wrong, 

I just say, ‘I can’t help it, I have dyslexia.’ My family has always 

told me that this is nothing to do with me being smart or 

being dumb. I don’t know what I will end up studying but 

my parents say they have no doubt I can go to college and 

be successful. It is great that they are backing me in the 

way they do. I still can’t tell the time on an ordinary clock or 

remember all the months in the year in the correct order, but 

I am happy and doing well. Life is looking up.
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Roísín, 18, County Carlow, Ireland 

My big brother is really intelligent and he was reading Harry 

Potter when he was little. I was struggling with little Ladybird 

books. Finding out I was dyslexic made me realise that my 

reading problems weren’t my fault. I thought this was brilliant. 

I screamed it from the rooftops. I never thought I would 

achieve in my life what I have now, but for that one day, I was 

very proud.

My mother had spotted 

something wasn’t right and she 

had me tested. From that day, 

when I was six, I definitely became 

easier on myself.

I remember in those early years 

hating reading in class and hoping 

the teacher wouldn’t pick on me. The words would jump 

around. What I saw was different from everyone else. The ‘big 

dog’ would become the ‘dog big’. I decided I had to find a 

way to hide this – I told the teacher I didn’t want to read out 

loud and he didn’t ask me. Once I found out I was dyslexic, 

people said, ‘Ah that’s why she’s reading like that.’ 

I gained a new confidence and 12 years on I am studying 

for my leaving certificate. My subjects are Irish, English, Maths, 

French, Geography, Chemistry and Accounting. 

I think dyslexia has made maths easier for me. Numbers 

are my strength. I can see problems in a 3D way. It’s like 

looking at a road map that makes perfect sense. On top of 

Numbers are my 
strength. I can see 
problems in a 3D way. 
It’s like looking at a 
road map that makes 
perfect sense.
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this, my imagination is completely random, which is great for 

English. We did an essay about what we might find in a time 

capsule. I put Schrödinger’s cat in the box without opening 

the box and knowing whether it was dead or alive. My 

teacher thought it was brilliant!

I’m going to study primary school teaching at university. 

I want to become a primary school teacher and would like to 

help people when they’re little to figure out all the big stuff 

like reading and writing. I want to make it fun and easier for 

them. I think if I teach in a different way, instead of the usual 

mainstream way, I might be able to pick up on someone with 

dyslexia in my classes more quickly.

When I found out I was dyslexic I knew I wasn’t just a bit 

slower. I found out that my mind works completely different 

to everyone else’s. I’m not as quick but still as smart. Not 

dumb. I’d say to anyone with dyslexia to embrace it and find 

out the way you learn best. If you’re a visual learner go with 

that; if you learn through writing go with that. Go with your 

strengths and don’t try to follow anyone else. 

Reggie, 9, Buckinghamshire, England

I felt a bit relieved when I found out I was dyslexic because I 

was hoping I wasn’t just thick. Before this I thought I was just 

not that smart. Also I’m pleased I didn’t go through all those 

tests for nothing and I think I’ve become a little bit more 

confident. I think the school might understand me more now, 

but I still find things difficult. 


